
Encouraging Creative Thinking 

During our SEARCH lessons, students are provided the opportunity to explore many 

avenues for successful problem solving in the classroom.  Perhaps your children have 

mentioned that they have used one of our five thinking keys to help unlock their brain 

to complete a task requiring perceiving, connecting, reasoning, evaluating, or 

creating.   

In SEARCH we emphasize creating, which aligns with the highest level of Bloom’s 

Taxonomy.  Four elements of creativity can be used to identify both creative thinkers 

and creative products: fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration.  Creativity is a 

trait that is present in every person and one that can be improved with practice.  

Fortunately, there are many ways in which parents can promote creativity in their 

children.   

First, it is important to establish a home environment that encourages creativity.  Provide 

a private work space, materials, and unscheduled quiet time for thinking. Display your 

children’s work, and emphasize their effort and creative choices. 

Creativity can also be promoted by experimenting with new ideas. Allow your children 

to follow through on questions they have about the world around them.  Permit your 

children to investigate the backyard, create a new recipe, or come up with a different 

way to organize their rooms.  When some of these explorations do not turn out as 

planned, let your children know that creativity involves a certain amount of risk, and 

that mistakes lead to new learning. 

In addition, children benefit from parents who model creativity and demonstrate its 

worth.  Share your own interests such as drawing, writing poetry, or playing an 

instrument.  Think aloud as you brainstorm solutions to a problem.  Visit places such as 

museums, restaurants, or the library to incorporate discovery into the family’s daily life.  

As you encourage creativity in your children, keep in mind that the creative product is 

no more important than the creative process.  Learning to practice and persevere will 

increase a child’s confidence in their creative abilities. 

NOTE: Thank you to the parents who have attended one of our parent information 

sessions to learn about the eligibility process for gifted education services.  The 

locations and times of remaining sessions are posted on this SEARCH webpage and are 

also available on a flyer in the RLC main office. If you are interested in referring your 

third, fourth, or fifth grade student for evaluation this spring, the deadline for submitting 

the Gifted Education Services Referral Form is February 15, 2019. This form is available 

from me, or you may download it from the LCPS website.   

 

  

 


